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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Through a Cooperative Agreement with United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID), the Asia Foundation (TAF) provides support to Afghan Center at Kabul University 

(ACKU). On August 2010, TAF granted a USD 2,394,714 grant to ACKU. Part of this grant is for 

ACKU’s outreach component – the Box Library Extension program (ABLE). This study was 

commissioned to Sage Solutions Consulting Services to assess the impact of ABLE to its 

beneficiaries. 

To date, ABLE published 188 books with 215 ABLE libraries all over the 34 provinces of the country 

including the 33 community-based libraries and 23 non-government organizations as partners. 

Some libraries are placed in the local communities and managed by local custodians while some are 

placed in local high schools.  

 

A total of 475 students and 234 teachers were surveyed in 13 provinces across north, east, south 

and west of Afghanistan where ABLE books are located. The survey of students and teachers proved 

that ABLE positively contributed to improving basic literacy skills of students. Without ABLE 

majority of the students never read books especially for the girls. Academic performance of students 

improved. A culture for reading is becoming evident among students as parents observed that their 

children were spending more time reading and their spelling improved. Teachers also observed that 

besides better grades, students became more active in classroom discussions and they attribute their 

students’ good behaviour to reading ABLE books that taught morale values.  

 

Meanwhile, ABLE helped teachers professionally as they had more resources to use for planning 

their lessons effectively. ABLE books provided up-to-date information on topics that they taught in 

class such as literature, health, environment, and history. On a personal level, teachers said that the 

books about morale and social values helped them deal with people better including their students 

and their families. 

 

This assessment also captured that ABLE had value not only for the individual reader but for the 

society as well. Students and teachers who were the main users of books went beyond reading 

books for themselves but also shared their acquired knowledge to their family members, friends and 

community members. Free access to information, social inclusion and improved behaviour were 

cited as the indirect benefits of ABLE in communities and schools. 

 

Overall, ABLE does contribute to promoting literacy a culture for reading among the youth. By 

making books accessible to all, it has proven value to the individual and to the society. Access to 

ideas and analysis is developing a young population more capable of critical thought and 

broadened horizons. In addition, the improved flow of information in remote areas in local 

languages stimulated an appetite for reading and knowledge and desire for further learning. 
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

 

Through a Cooperative Agreement with United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID), the Asia Foundation (TAF) provides support to Afghan Center at Kabul University 

(ACKU). On August 2010, TAF granted a USD 2,394,714 grant to ACKU. Part of this grant is for 

ACKU’s outreach component – the Box Library Extension program (ABLE).  This initiative was first 

started in Peshawar in 1996 to provide easy-to-read books in Dari and Pashto for new Afghan 

literates. The books are purchased from bazars and donated to libraries nationwide. ABLE also 

publishes its own books on subjects that are popular to readers and of common interest.  Printed 

books cover subjects ranging from travel guides, history with emphasis on historical and cultural 

places, religion, science, information technology, literature (calligraphy, folklores and poetries), 

health and nutrition with emphasis on health of the children, hygiene, balanced diet and healthy 

lifestyles, outstanding stories and articles that share humanitarian principles of peace, philanthropy 

and togetherness as well as current rehabilitation efforts being done in the country focusing on 

community development methods towards social change, among the others. 

 

By 2013, ABLE published 188 books and established 215 ABLE libraries all over the 34 provinces of 

the country including the 33 community-based libraries and 23 non-government organizations as 

partners. Some libraries are placed in the local communities and managed by local custodians while 

some are placed in local high schools.  

 

Objectives of the Assessment 

 

Since ABLE’s existence, this is the first impact assessment that was conducted for ABLE. As the 

program continues to expand it becomes more important to know its impact as a program and 

whether it is worth sustaining. Thus, an impact assessment was commissioned to Sage Solutions 

Consulting Services (S2) with the following objectives: 

 To assess the extent to which ABLE is contributing to increasing the basic literacy skills of 

children and adults in remote and rural areas of Afghanistan 

 To assess the efficiency of ACKU in delivering its ABLE program 

 To assess the relevance of ACKU outreach program in relation with TAF/USAID 

Cooperative Agreement 

 The assess the extent will ABLE be sustainable after TAF/USAID support ends 

 

Research Method and Limitations 

To carry out the assessment a mix of qualitative and quantitative research methods were used.  A 

survey questionnaire was developed for both teachers and students and semi-structured 

questionnaire for key informant interviews and focus group discussions.  The questionnaires were 

presented and approved by both TAF and ACKU including translation in Dari. 
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Pre-testing of questionnaires and FGDs were jointly conducted by S2 and ACKU on June 23 and 24 

two separate schools.  To represent boy's school with Grades 7th to 12th students was Humayuni 

Shaheed High School in Kabul City.  The 28 participants were both ABLE and non-ABLE users. The 

students were able to complete the papers in 10 to 15 minutes time with no questions raised. This 

confirmed the questionnaires easy to understand language and format. The student pre-test was 

followed by testing teachers, the school librarian and principal which took 27 minutes and again no 

questions were raised with participants confirming the questionnaire as understandable and clear.  

However, the initial FGD questions found to be too lengthy and with 11 questions out of 38 found 

to be irrelevant and repetitive.  It was agreed that the FGD questions had to be shortened with 15 

questions at the most. 

 

To represent the girl's school with 1st to 6th and 7th to 12th Grades students was Mohammad Asif 

Maiel High School (Kabul City).  The 30 participants were divided into two groups: user of ABLE and 

non ABLE users.  In 30 minutes time, all questionnaires were filled out with five students who raised 

questions. The rest of the participants revealed the questions were considered as easy and can easily 

be understood.  

 

In view of the pre-testing, the survey questions remained the same while the FGD questions were 

shortened to around 10 to 15 questions.  The final version of the questionnaires and FGD questions 

based on the results of the pre-testing is found in Annex 1. 

Limitations 

 

To deepen the analysis on the impact of ABLE, this study originally endeavoured to compare the 

reading habits of ABLE users from non-ABLE users. ABLE users are defined as those students who 

have borrowed ABLE books and read them while non-ABLE are students of the same school who 

have not at all used ABLE books.   

Definitions of library impact highlight the effect on individual users or non-users collectively. Only 

ABLE users data were processed and analyzed as non-ABLE users data were rendered unusable due 

to error in completing the questionnaires in the field. Since the assessment contract only called for 

impact assessment of ABLE, it was agreed with TAF that non-ABLE users will no longer be used for 

this report. 

In consultation with the Asia Foundation and ACKU, 13 provinces were selected for the survey to 

represent a geographic spread in the four main regions of Afghanistan – north, east, south and west. 

 

Data Collection Process 

Data collection was conducted by both TAF and ACKU for the whole month of July for 8 provinces. 

Five more provinces were added to the data through ACKU’s effort in sending out the 

questionnaires to its NGO partners.   

What is presented in the following section of this report covers 13 provinces.   

The results from the focus group discussions and key informant interviews with librarians, head 

masters and parents were also used to triangulate the overall findings from the survey. 
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CHAPTER 11: IMPACT OF ABLE LIBRARIES  
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Background information on student respondents 

 

Table 1 below and Figures 1-3 characterize the demographic background of the students surveyed 

for this assessment. A total of 475 students were surveyed 51% of whom are males and 48% are 

females (Figure 1).  Most of the students are between the ages 16-19 (Figure 2 and 3) and are in 

Grades 9-12 (Figure 4). 

Table 1: Total Number of Students Surveyed by Province 

Province 
Total Number of Student 

Respondents 
Percentage 

Kabul 154 32.42% 

Parwan 43 9.05% 

Kunduz 38 8.00% 

Maidan Wardak 35 7.37% 

Nangarhar 35 7.37% 

Bamiyan 34 7.16% 

Takhar 28 5.89% 

Herat 25 5.26% 

Baghlan 20 4.21% 

Jawzjan 19 4.00% 

Kandahar 17 3.58% 

Ghazni 15 3.16% 

Logar 12 2.53% 

TOTAL 475                   100.00% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Female 

48.42% Male 

51.37% 

Not Specified 

0.21% 

Figure 1: Gender Distribution of Student Respondents ACKU
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Background information on teacher respondents 

 

A total of 234 teachers were surveyed for the assessment across 13 provinces (Table 2), 32% of 

whom are females and 64% are males. Male teachers are mostly between the ages 26-40 while 

female teachers were between the ages 25-30.  About 50% of the teachers completed 14th Grade 

and 24% have a bachelor’s degree. 

Table 2: Total Number of Teachers Surveyed by Province 

Province Frequency Percentage 

Kabul 72 30.77% 

Takhar 27 11.54% 

Parwan 18 7.69% 

Baghlan 16 6.84% 

Maidan Wardak 14 5.98% 

Bamiyan 14 5.98% 

Nangarhar 12 5.13% 

Kunduz 10 4.27% 

Kandahar 10 4.27% 

Zabul 10 4.27% 

Urozgan 10 4.27% 

Ghazni 9 3.85% 

Logar 7 2.99% 

Jawzjan 5 2.14% 

TOTAL 234 100.00% 

 

 

 

Female 

32.05% 

Male 

64.96% 

Not Specified 

2.99% 

Figure 5: Gender Distribution of Teachers Surveyed ACKU
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Impact of ACKU Box Library Extension 

 

This study uses outcome and impact synonymously. Outcomes can be seen as the eventual results of 

using library services, the influence the use had and the significance to the user (Revill, 1990). 

Outcomes are the ways in which library users are changed as a result of their contact with the 

library’s resources (ACRL, 1988). Trying to show the impact of libraries on individuals and society is 

a much more difficult task than calculating outputs such as collections, space, equipment.   

Studies have shown that the existence of a library and the use of its services can affect changes in 

skills, competencies, attitudes and behaviour of users. Outcomes of libraries include: knowledge, 

information literacy, higher academic and professional success, social inclusion and individual well-

being. 

While inputs and outputs of libraries can easily be measured, trying to show impact of libraries on 

individuals and society most challenging because it is nearly impossible to separate library impact 

from other influences and to prove that changes in competencies or behaviour are indeed the effect 
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Figure 6: Age Distribution of Teachers by Gender 
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of using library services.  As it is quite impossible to find proof of a direct influence of use of ABLE, 

surrogate measures are used to demonstrate influence.  For this assessment, three of the most 

commonly used measures of library impact were used. These are: 1) Impact on academic and 

professional success; 2) Impact on literacy; 3) Social impact of libraries. These indicators were 

selected because these are also the most relevant to the objectives of ABLE.  

 

Impact on Academic Success of Students 

 

85% of ABLE libraries are located in schools across the 34 provinces of Afghanistan. Students and 

teachers were surveyed on their reasons for using ABLE books. Most of the students said that it was 

to get more information from the library (24%) and help them in my with their homework (23.10%) 

and for research (20.82%) (See Table 3) Other significant reasons for using ABLE is reading for fun 

(16.87%) and to pass the time (10.03%). When disaggregated by gender most of the female students 

use ABLE books to help them with their homework while male students mostly use ABLE for 

research (Table 4).  

Table 3: Students Reasons for Using ABLE 

Reasons for Using ABLE  Frequency Percentage 

Help me in my home work 152 23.10% 

Read for fun 111 16.87% 

Use it for research/study 137 20.82% 

Diversify my interest in life 21 3.19% 

Pass the time 66 10.03% 

Get more information from library 159 24.16% 

Others 12 1.82% 

TOTAL 658 100.00% 

 

Table 4: Students Reasons for Using ABLE Disaggregated by Gender 

Reasons for Using ABLE Females Males 

Help me in my home work 24.62% 21.50% 

Read for fun 18.02% 15.89% 

Use it for research/study 16.52% 25.23% 

Diversify my interest in life 2.40% 3.74% 

Pass the time 7.81% 12.46% 

Get more information from librarians 28.53% 
19.68% 

Others 2.10% 1.56% 

TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 
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One of the primary objectives of ABLE is to provide quality reading materials to new Afghan 

literates. Students were asked their reading habit before there were any ABLE books available. In 

Figure 8 below, the survey revealed that more than a majority of the students (62.64%) never read 

books if not for ABLE. More girls (70%.89) than boys (55.11%) almost never read books (Table 5).  

 

 

Table 5: Frequency of Reading Prior to ABLE Disaggregated by Gender 

Frequency of Reading Prior to 
ABLE 

 
Females 

 
Males 

Less often 16.90% 16.44% 

More often 9.86% 20.00% 

Never 70.89% 55.11% 

Others 2.35% 8.44% 

TOTAL 100.00% 100% 
 

Following the question on whether or not students read books before there were ABLE books 

available in the school, students were asked if they benefitted from ABLE books.  An astounding 91% 

of the students found ABLE books to be beneficial (Figure 9). Among the students, 182 out of the 

475 students surveyed (38%) said that the main benefit received from ABLE is improvement in their 

reading ability (Figure 10). This is true for both female and male students. 23.65% of females and 

25.51% of males said that ABLE books help improve their reading. Since one of the objectives of 

ABLE is to encourage a culture for reading especially among the youth, this statistic is a positive sign 

and a significant impact of ABLE especially that among students, many of them said that they never 

read books before. 

16.63% 

15.26% 

62.64% 

5.47% 

Figure 8: Reading Behavior of Students Prior to ABLE 
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Table 6: Perceived Benefits from ABLE Disaggregated by Gender 

Benefits Received 
Female

s 

Males 

Improved my reading ability 23.65% 25.51% 

Helped me in home work 17.96% 20.10% 

Kept me up-to-date 18.56% 16.13% 

Provided me leisure/recreation 3.59% 3.72% 

Diversified my interest in life 11.08% 13.9% 

Saved me time 6.89% 7.44% 

It helped me understand more about life and people around me which made me a 

better student/son/daughter 

 

17.66% 

 

11.41% 

Others 0.60% 1.99% 

TOTAL 100.00% 

 

100.00% 
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4% 

Figure 9: Percent of Students who Believe They  

Benefitted from ABLE 
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Figure 10: Benefits Received by Students 
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As reflected in bar graph in Figure 10 and Table 6 above, a major outcome of ABLE among students 

is improvement in their reading skills. Students’ perception on the extent to which their reading 

skills improved as a result of ABLE books is however mixed. 225 students of the 475 surveyed said 

their reading improved to a great extent and 196 said to a less extent.  There is also hardly any 

gender difference in perception on extent of reading improvement (Table 7). 

 

 

Table 7: Extent of Reading Improvement from ABLE Disaggregated by Gender 

Extent of Reading Improvement 

from ABLE 

 

Females 

 

Males 

To a great extent 49.57% 45.27% 

Less extent 43.48% 37.51% 

I do not know/Not sure 1.74% 1.23% 

No improvement 2.61% 11.11% 

No answer 2.61% 2.88% 

TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 

 

Better reading skills contribute to students’ academic success. Improved reading ability lead to 

better academic performance of students. 95% of the students surveyed observed changes in their 

school performance as a result of reading ABLE books (Figure 12). 96% of male students and 92% of 

female students felt this is so (Figure 14) 

This observation is also strongly supported by 81% of the teachers surveyed (Figure 13).  Academic 

success is expressed in terms of high grades. Among the students, higher academic grades (43.47%), 

more active in class (27.68%) and more communicative (22.42%) were the most evident changes 

observed (Figure 15).  Among the teachers, more active in class (43.57%) and higher grades (30.29) 

are the top two changes they observed from their students ever since there were ABLE books for 

students to read (Figure 16). 
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Impact on Professional Success of Teachers 

 

In contrast to the reasons cited by students for using ABLE books, teachers primary use of ABLE is 

to help them in their lesson plans (40.07%). The secondary reason is for research (31.92%) and third 

was to get more information from librarians (14.33%). When disaggregated by gender, 43.69% of 

male teachers use ABLE for lesson planning while most of the female teachers use of ABLE books is 

for research (43.33%) (See Tables 8 and 9) 
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Figure 15: Students Perception on Changes in Academic Performance 
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Table 8: Teachers’ Reasons for Using ABLE Books 

Reasons for ABLE Usage Frequency Percentage 

Help my in planning my lessons 123 40.07% 

Use it for research/study 98 31.92% 

Diversify my interest in life 20 6.51% 

Get more information from librarians 44 14.33% 

Others 22 7.17% 

TOTAL 307 100.00% 

 

Table 9: Teachers Reasons for Using ABLE Books Disaggregated by Gender 

Reasons for ABLE Usage Female Male 

Help my in planning my lessons 33.33% 43.69% 

Use it for research/study 43.33% 26.21% 

Diversify my interest in life 7.78% 5.83% 

Get more information from librarians 8.89% 
16.99% 

Others 6.67% 7.28% 

TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 

 

Among the teachers, the pie chart in Figure 17 shows a similar trend to that of the students. 93% of 

the teachers said that they benefitted from ABLE. While ABLE books help improve students 

academically through improvement in their reading skills, for teachers ABLE contributed to their 

professional success. Primary outcome from ABLE is improvement in teaching method (34%). The 

secondary benefit of ABLE to teachers was similar to that of students and that improvement their 

reading skills (22.34%). Thirdly, ABLE books kept teachers with up-to-date information (14.72%) 

(Table18). 
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Figure 17: Percent of Teachers who Believe They Benefitted from ABLE ACKU
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Impact on Literacy 

 

The focus group discussion conducted by TAF in provinces surveyed revealed common findings on 

the impact of ABLE on literacy.  

Teachers, principals and librarians said: 

 About 70-90% of ABLE books are useful to students and teachers 

 Islamic, science and math books are the most popular 

 ABLE books get the students interested in studying 

 Students reading habit improved 

 Students and teachers are gaining new information 

 

Parents said: 

 Children spend more time reading during their free time instead of being noisy 

 Fondness for books increased 

 Increase in children’s knowledge of poems and stories 

 Knowledge of children gained from reading is applied to family 

 Children are able to participate in discussion because they have gained new information 

from reading 

 Spelling and reading of children improved 

 Children able to accomplish their school work well on their own 

 

Moreover, the discussion in the previous section demonstrated the importance of ABLE in 

contributing to users “learning outcomes”.  By publishing and distributing easy to read books in Dari 

1.78% 
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Figure 18: Perceived Benefits to Teachers 
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and Pashtu, ABLE is also a “teaching library”.  Library users are motivated to read when the books 

available are within their interest. In general, students prefer to read literature related books first 

(20.48%), math books second  (20.31%) and history books third (17.56%). When disaggregated by 

gender, girls prefer literature books (20.49%) while boys prefer to read math related books (24.14%) 

(Table 10) 

Among the teachers (Table 11), history books are more popular (26.02%) followed by math 

(17.10%) related books and literature books respectively (16.36%). 

 

Table 10: Subject Preferences of Students Disaggregated by Gender 

Subjects of Books Females 

 

Males 

Math- related 16.67% 24.14% 

Science- related 14.58% 18.62% 

History- related 19.44% 15.52% 

Communications- related 8.33% 13.45% 

Literature- related 20.49% 20.34% 

Others 20.49% 7.93% 

TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 

 

Table 11: Subject Preferences of Teachers Disaggregated by Gender 

 

Subjects of Books 

 

Frequency Percentage 

Math- related 46 17.10% 

Science- related 43 15.99% 

History- related 70 26.02% 

Communications- related 19 7.06% 

Literature- related 44 16.36% 

Others 47 17.47% 

TOTAL 269 100.00% 
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Figure 19: Subject Preferences of Students 
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Social Impact of Libraries 

 

Literature on impact of libraries has shown that it has a value for the individual (direct benefit) or 

society (indirect benefit). In the case of ABLE, the family and community to which ABLE users belong 

to gain indirect benefits. Tables 12 and 13 indicate that the social impact of ABLE is that for both 

students and teachers, they have learned to deal with people as a result of reading books from 

ABLE. 21.44% of students and 13.9% of teachers also said that the books influenced their values in 

life. 64% of students surveyed and 63% of teachers said that they will share their knowledge gained 

from reading ABLE books (Figure 20). Indirectly, values learned impact on the immediate family, 

community and society in general.  Female students and teachers are most likely to share with their 

families while male students and teachers are most likely to share with their friends and co-teachers 

respectively (Table 14 and 15) 

 

Table 12: Observed Changes in Life for Students 

Observed Changes in Life 

(Students) 
Frequency Percentage 

Dealing with people 176 31.71% 

Values in life 119 21.44% 

Personal care 69 12.43% 

Home care 65 11.71% 

Health practices 57 10.27% 

Academic practices 68 12.25% 

Others 1 0.18% 

TOTAL 555 100.00% 

 

Table 13: Observed Changes in Life for Teachers 

Observed Changes in Life 

(Teachers) 
Frequency Percentage 

Dealing with people 73 26.74% 

Values in life 36 13.19% 

Personal care 52 19.05% 

Home care 34 12.45% 

Health practices 13 4.76% 

Teaching practices 55 20.15% 

Others 10 3.66% 

TOTAL 273 100.00% 
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Table 14: Students’ Responses on Whom Learning is Shared Disaggregated by Gender 

With Whom was Learning 

Shared 
Females 

Males 

My family 57.50% 33.15% 

My friends/ classmates 37.50% 49.17% 

Other community members where I 

live 
3.00% 

14.36% 

Others 2.00% 3.31% 

TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 

 

Table 15: Teachers’ Responses on Whom Learning is Shared Disaggregated by Gender 

With Whom was Learning 

Shared 
Female 

Male 

My family 52.17% 29.03% 

Co-teachers/colleagues 32.61% 42.58% 

Other community members where I 

live 
2.17% 

15.48% 

Others 13.04% 12.90% 

TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes No
I do not

know/Not sure
Nil No answer

Students 64.00% 29.26% 4.63% 0.21% 1.89%

Teachers 62.82% 27.78% 1.71% 3.42% 4.27%

0.00%

20.00%

40.00%

60.00%

80.00%

100.00%

Figure 20: Students and Teachers Share their Knowledge Gained 
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Efficiency and Sustainability of ABLE 

 

One of ABLE’s indicators of efficiency is the extent to which users are aware of ABLE. Word of 

mouth is the most efficient and effective source of awareness about ABLE. 33.41% of the students 

and 39% of the teachers learned about ABLE from other users. ABLE’s information campaign was 

not the primary source of awareness as it ranks as the third source of information about this 

service.  

 

 

 

Besides funding, sustainability of a library also depends on demand from its users. Majority of the 

students, 52.4% for females and 54.51% for males visit and borrow or use books from ABLE at least 

once a week (Table 16). However, they spend less than 30 minutes in a library (Figure 23 and Table 

49.35% 

33.41% 

12.28% 

4.96% 

Librarians

Other Users

ABLE Information Campaign

Others
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Figure 21: Source of Awareness of ABLE Services by Students 

39.74% 

39.74% 

9.83% 

10.68% 
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Other Users
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Figure 22: Source of Awareness of ABLE Services by Teachers ACKU
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17). According to the students, this is because they only visit ABLE to loan books and then read at 

home. Some students also mentioned that because the choices of books that are interesting to them 

are limited, they have already read most of these.  

A similar trend is evident among teachers. 51% of teachers surveyed visit ABLE at least once as 

week  (Figure 24) and they spend less than 30 minutes (Figure 25) as well. 

Table 16: Frequency of Students’ Visit to ABLE Library Disaggregated by Gender 

Frequency of Visit Female 

 

Male 

Daily 26.20% 16.8% 

Once a week 52.40% 54.51% 

Every two weeks 3.49% 15.57 

Once a month 5.24% 6.15% 

Several times a month 11.35% 6.97% 

Others 1.31% 0 

TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 

 

 

Table 17: Duration of Stay in ABLE Library Disaggregated by Gender 

Duration Females Males 

1 hour and more 9.65% 20.16% 

30 minutes to 1 hour 9.65% 23.05% 

Less than 30 minutes 79.39% 53.91% 

Others 1.32% 2.47% 

Nil 0.00% 0.41% 

TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 
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1.91% 

15.25% 

16.53% 

66.10% 

Nil

Others

1 hour and more

30 minutes to 1 hour

Less than 30 minutes
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Figure 23: Duration of Stay in ABLE Library: Students 
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2.56% 
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10.68% 
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67.09% 
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Figure 25: Duration of Stay in ABLE: Teachers 
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Figure 24: Distribution on How Often Teachers Visit  

ABLE Library 
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CHAPTER III: CASE STUDIES 

 

Leading the pack: A challenging but rewarding job 

  

 A native of Panjshir, Mohammad Ayum at 38 years old is the principal of Rokha High School.  

As a young child he had seen how Rokha High School, situated before in a much remote location in 

the province, was destroyed by war.  

 "According to my parents, Rokha High School was 

famous then complete with laboratories and big conference 

rooms and well-ventilated classrooms.  All of these were 

destroyed by war even before I reach school age." 

 Today, Rokha High School for boys is a 16-room 

building and construction is still going on being funded by 

the Japanese Government and a United Nations agency.  

 "We are trying to recapture the glorious days of 

this school.  People in Panjshir are very hopeful and peace 

loving and they dream for their country." 

 As a principal for two years now, Mohammad 

Ayum started out as a teacher then became a head teacher 

before landing the job as a principal. 

 His wife works full time as a housewife taking care 

of four daughters and three sons and at the same time 

making sure that all of them do their homework after their 

classes. 

 "All my children are studying.  Before, most of 

children in Panjshir only finish until the 12th class but nowadays it is a completely different scenario.  

We even have a branch of Albironi University here which main branch is in Kapisa Province. Parents 

now are investing a lot in their children's education." 

 And Mohammad Ayum makes sure Panjshiri children are well equipped before they start 

their university education by making sure that their young days at Rokha High School are well spent. 

 "Our teachers make sure that our students immerse themselves in scholarly and productive 

activities by giving them assignments which should use the library.  They are giving resource 

materials which can only be found in our library and this one of school management's way of 

encouraging reading of books.  Then we further support our teachers by engaging in small school 

activities that promotes reading." 

 Mohammad Ayum's strong resolve that today's youth can surely make a difference for 

tomorrow is encapsulated in his message to the young generation of children: "We had a very bad 

memories of the war but our situation is changed now.  We have international communities helping 

us and we have relative peace.  We should value the support being given to us and strive harder, 

study further and expand our relationships and coordination made possible by information 

technology.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"At any given time, Rokha High 

School Library, seats 30 to 40 

students and to sum it all up in a 

day, it is used by almost 80 to 100 

students.  Our teachers give 

assignments to students that will 

particularly use books specially 

ABLE books as most of its authors 

are Afghans and we want to 

support our own writers. We are 

grateful that projects like ABLE can 

reach even the remotest of areas in 

the country."      - Mohammad 

Ayum, principal of Rokha High 

School, Pansjhir Province, 

Afghanistan 
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Always been closest to his heart 

 Afghanistan was then taking baby steps towards modernization when liberal thinking and 

western style were slowly being accepted while at the same time maintaining respect to the old 

traditions and conservative views.  Modern structures were built alongside mud houses and big 

businesses and manufacturing companies mushroomed at the heart of Kabul City.  It was the 50s and 

60s and Khwaja Mahbob Siddique remember quite well those happy, carefree years of his childhood 

because the years following had been the darkest of his young life when war and internal conflict 

destroyed most of the things he grew up liking. 

 "My ancestral home to where I am still living now is near Kabul University, in the western part of 

Kabul City. I grew up seeing people with books in their arms and nicely clothed entering the university gate.  I 

was always fascinated by the idea of schooling and carrying my own books and coming home with a 

homework to ask your mother or father to help you with.  Learning in my family was a basic family activity.  I 

believe this is what gravitates me to books, the idea of sharing your knowledge and knowing that these 

people whom I am sharing my time as a teacher/librarian,  are the closest family I got when I am at work." 

  Khwaja Mahbob is lucky to be borne from parents who valued education more than any 

material gains in life.  Their ancestral home was as it was and it never mattered as long as those 

people living in it must be educated and must use that education towards the betterment of the 

society. And so he became a teacher himself and married for 27 years to an equally educated woman 

who is now working in a government ministry.  They were blessed with three sons and two 

daughters.  His youngest daughter is now attending 12th class at Mohammad Asif Maiel High School 

where he is also currently working as a teacher/librarian.  

But not everybody will be lucky to go to school and gets education like him.  According to UNICEF, 

out of the current 30 million Afghans, only 10.5 million are currently studying and only 2.2 million of 

whom are girls.  The low enrolment of 

girls was due to the cultural barriers such 

as son-preference and 'purdah' where 

girls are supposed to stay in houses and 

remain hidden in their curtained homes 

or take the risk of being harassed by men 

on their way to schools.  In view of this, 

bringing learning closer to the people 

through community-based schooling 

contributed to 60% of the 10.5 million 

Afghans who are now studying in 

informal settings. As of 2008, there were 

3,446 community–based schools in 

Afghanistan and a 20% increase in primary school enrollment for girls by 2013 is being expected if 

the trend of setting up community-based schools continue to be upheld. 

 Schools, libraries, students, scents of freshly-printed books are always been the closest to 

Khwaja Mahbob's heart and will always will be.  For more than a decade now as a teacher and as a 

librarian (he spends six hours teaching in a week), he is still fascinated by new books being published 

and thankful time and again to Afghanistan Center at Kabul University (ACKU) for bringing back the 

culture of reading to the country. From 2005 to present, he recorded 1,196 ABLE books borrowed 

and used in his library and goes home everyday a contented man. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"I believe that the greatest contribution to education 

of ACKU Box Library Extension (ABLE) Project is 

very much like that of community-based schools.  It 

brings learning closer to the people - to those who 

cannot reach out, to the marginalized and those 

prevented by social and cultural mores to be further 

educated. Additionally, for the teachers like me, 

ABLE provides a rich resource of materials we can 

use from science to religion, math and  life skills 

subjects." 

 ACKU
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Never in half: Cup of Knowledge should always be full for those who love to learn 

  

 Faiza Mohammad Nayab spent his high 

school and college life during the 1960s and 70s 

when foreign-educated scholars and professors 

populated almost all educational institutions in 

Afghanistan most specially Kabul University.   

 "It was the time of intellectual awakening, 

young Afghans were like sponges whose thirst for 

knowledge was unquenchable and we value education 

and intellectual discussions more than anything else.  I 

was a philosophy student at Kabul University back 

then and remembered having my hands full of books 

to read and in 1978, I finally graduated with flying 

colors." 

 Faiza Mohammad who also had 

background in journalism took interest in media 

work and spent seven years working as Deputy of 

Program Department in Radio Afghanistan from 

1980 to 1987.  It was in the last quarter of 1987, as the talks about the withdrawal of Soviet troops 

were ongoing and after 28 out of 34 provinces in the country were turned to rubbles and dust as 

Soviet War and internal rebellions devastated the country, Faiza Mohammad decided it was time to 

pull his family out of Afghanistan and try their luck in Pakistan instead. 

 "We were always wondering about the future, how the country will be after the war and the internal 

fighting.  Most of the modern infrastructures like roads, telecommunications and educational institutions were 

never spared by the war.  I thought about the books I read that could have been burned, the rich heritage of 

my country gone with the looting of our museum and archives.  My wife who was still a medical student in 

Kabul University had to stop her schooling as we fled to Pakistan. My sons were ages 11 and 9 then and my 

youngest daughter was only six years old.  Imagine how petrified I was moving to an unknown future away 

from the comforts of my homeland." 
 He never saw his country again for the next 14 years. When the Taliban government was 

ousted in 2001, Faiza Mohammad heard about how the international community focused on 

rebuilding educational institutions.  He heard about the international universities partnering with 

Kabul University in implementing its recovery program, donating books computers and magazines 

and he heard about Nancy Dupree, Director of Afghanistan Center at Kabul University (ACKU). 

Then he thought about his wife's teaching background in Peshawar and his sons and daughter who 

had been uprooted to their own country for a long time now. 

 Faiza Mohammad decided to come back to Afghanistan after 14 long years and his hopes 

were repaid by the welcoming arms of ACKU who immediately hired him in 2001 and became a 

member of ACKU Editorial Board. 

 Today, at 58 years old, Faiza Mohammad is the longest-serving employee of ACKU and now 

the center's publication coordinator and still a member of its editorial board.  He had witnessed the 

printing, re-printing of books and establishment of 213 ABLE libraries in all the provinces of 

Afghanistan, all 34 of them without exemption. He had seen books turned from black and white to 

colored prints. Most of all, he had seen the culmination of ACKU's dream of having its own building 

to house all its valuable acquisitions - the books salvaged and donated, valuable pieces of historical 

memorabilia and a place where those who need to find their identity as a citizen of a nation ravaged 

by war (like his own children), can finally find the pieces of puzzles that they are looking for.  This is 

where, finally, home is. 

 "I just wish that our future generation of children should never waste their time with unproductive 

activities.  They should spend time reading, studying, absorb more information and learn new skills.  They 

should explore the world through books, enjoy life through music and sports and maintain life by taking good 

care of their health.  They should think how they could finally bring peace to our country.  They should learn 

and learn more and become better people than we are."  

"We started publishing books and started 

the ACKU Box Library Extension (ABLE) 

Project and started slowly from Zabul, 

Farah, Helmand and Kandahar provinces.  

It was in Kunar Province, when the then 

Provincial Governor, Mr. Wahedi who I 

was meeting for the first time told me 

that he read the books I published, 

studied it  and he was thankful for the 

project.  I remember that book being 

reprinted and realized that my 

countrymen needed projects like ABLE as 

the intellectual and identity void left by 

war and fighting has to be filled and 

compensated." 
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 Faiza Mohammad dreamed before of returning to his own country after years in Pakistan and 

it came true.  He is again hopeful that his wishes are never far from reality and that a new breed of 

reading generation will finally bring the peace that they are all dreaming about. 

 

 

ABLE Books:  Keeping the students away from trouble 

  

 Farah Rahman is a 47-year old Social Science teacher at Rokha High School.  He had spent 

the last 13 years of his life in this same school after he decided to quit a civil service job at the 

Ministry of Interior of Afghanistan. He is a man of loyalty and dedication and these values he also 

showed in his own personal life. 

 Still happily married after almost 15 years, he is blessed with a 12 and 11-year old son and a 

nine-year old daughter.  Although, he admitted that his wife is not formally educated, they both 

made education for their children their priorities. 

 "I usually would bring home one or two 

books from the library and my children would always 

be curious and skim through the pages but their 

young minds cannot be interested with geography and 

history which are actually my favorite subjects in 

books. " 

 Farah Rahman is also famous in quoting 

best quotes from famous people both nationally 

and internationally and boast of knowing so many 

success stories of people who made their lives 

valuable to the society. 

 "I always tell my students true-to-life stories 

of people who made a difference in this world, people 

who are from rags to riches, from illiteracy to literacy 

and I always emphasized that to be able to be like 

these people, they should expand their horizons, read 

more books, know more than what we are teaching 

them in the classrooms.  I always encourage them to go to the library and immerse themselves to a world 

they could know only if they read." 

 He also admitted that as a teacher he, himself benefited from reading ABLE books because it 

gave him new learning, update on research and current events which he could actually link to what 

he is teaching. 

 "There is only one subject of book which my whole family is always interested in, including 

my wife, and that is religious books.  When it is winter, together we sit by the fire and immerse 

ourselves to religious writings.  I am inculcating the value of reading to my family while at the same 

time bonding with them through these reading sessions." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"You might have noticed that when you 

entered the library, there are actually 

many students inside.  That is because one 

of the teachers of ours is absent today and 

her students opted to use the library. They 

could be anywhere else: they could roam 

the streets outside or they could simply be 

just teenagers curious about life and regret 

many of their impulses later.  The books 

are making their leisure time more 

productive and meaningful and that is 

exactly what ABLE books are doing to the 

lives of these youth. - Farah Rahman, 

Social Science Teacher, Pansjhir Province, 

Afghanistan 
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Back to Back Interview:   

A mother and a father's love for books shared to family members 

  

 Mrs. Frozan Razaei and Mr. Khulan Nabi Aqmal have so many things in common.  They are 

both working for the office of Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance (CHA) in Herat Province, 

they both have two children, married at exactly the same year and age, and most of all, they share 

the same fondness for books.    

 Frozan has been working for CHA for nine years now.  She started out as a finance person 

and now as the office administrator.  She got married when she was 26 years old and now blessed 

with a four-year old daughter and a three-year old son.  She was married to a man who 

complements her in many ways: they are both educated, 

both working as professionals in their chosen field of 

work and both love reading books as well. 

 Khulan Nabi, on the other hand, joined CHA nine 

months ago as Grape Value Chain Project Manager.  

Although, he admitted that ABLE books does not give him 

much information about agriculture, he instead uses the 

Islam books and that he also lent it to his friends and 

relatives whose school homework most of the time 

demands lots of readings. 

 But most of story telling books never goes far and 

out of his home as his full time housewife uses them most 

of the time for her bedtime stories. Khulan Nabi is 

married for five years now and blessed with two 

daughters aged four and one. 

 "I just wish that the number of books being provided 

to our library could increase and with wider subjects to cover 

such as agriculture, economy and law." 

 Both Frozan and Khulan Nabi further confirmed that all 30 staff of CHA in its Herat head 

office and 60 others in its field offices has in one way or another, benefited from ABLE books.  The 

CHA is one of the 23 NGO partners of ACKU in expanding access of ABLE in far flung 

communities. 

 "Afghan people started realizing that in order for them to cope up to the changing world they must 

keep abreast of the time.  Like me, I am always browsing the internet and whatever books that I can find to 

help me with my research work.  I am constantly searching for informational materials that will help me 

improve my performance as project manager.  Same is true with my colleagues here in the office.  Time and 

again they will come to the library which is really accessible as it is also where our meeting room is and 

would confer to available materials," Khulan Nabi added. 

 The thirst for learning for something new is made apparent by Frozan's suggestion of having 

more ABLE books in English language and if possible, foreign authors as well.  "We understand that we 

need to patronize our own authors and we should encourage budding talents in the country but we also 

would like to know how other countries express their thoughts and feelings.  We also would like to relate to 

the outside world."  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"In the beginning, I always borrow 

books in our ABLE Library and 

bring it home so I will deepen my 

knowledge about Afghanistan 

History.  That is my favorite 

subject.  Then my husband started 

asking me to bring for him too on 

the subjects of Islamic Laws and 

poetry books as he is teaching for 

10 years now literature to high 

school students.  Then later on, I 

also used ABLE books to send my 

children to sleep at night as I 

started borrowing story telling 

books for their bedtime stories." - 

Frozan Razaei 
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        "In borrowing ABLE books, it is easier to make 

my homework because my father is always busy 

working and cannot help me out and my mother is 

illiterate. Then I can work on my own assignments 

and my teacher is happy too." - An ABLE reader's 

feedback (form shown below) from Saeefi High 

School in Herat City, Herat Province. 

 

Brothers Share Love for Books 

  

 Brothers Anayatullah and Khatibi are born from a 

middle-class family in Herat Province.  With just one 

younger brother and two younger sisters after them, 

their father's earning from motorbike and car rental 

business is more than enough to provide them a good 

life. 

 "Unlike other children who have to work on the 

streets to augment their family's income, we are privileged 

enough to enjoy our young life, spend our time in the library 

and read to our heart's content," said Anayatullah (shown 

in the picture, right). 

 Anayatullah is now 17 years old and next to 

him is his 15-year old brother Khatibi (shown in the 

picture, left).  Their fondness for books did not 

surprise their father who also enjoys reading books 

being brought home by his sons from Saeefi High 

School Library. 

 "All men in the house, except for my youngest 

three-year old brother, love to read.  My mother and two 

sisters are not much of a reader.  However, our friends 

always drop by our house to borrow books so we usually 

have to borrow a minimum of 12 books a month in order to 

be able to share new readings for them," Anayatullah 

shared with a smile. 

 Khatibi further confirmed that he is popular in 

school because of the friendships he is able to build 

from sharing his books and the many times he spends 

in the library reading. 

  

 

 

"Usually those students who are in the library will also go home with me and along the way we will chat 

further about the things we just learned from our readings.  It made us become more sociable and open-

minded and I think reading automatically encourages one to speak his mind because there are just so many 

good things and information one would be excited to share to someone else," shared by Khatibi. 
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Keeping up with a fast changing world 

  

 Abdullah had learned so many things about life at 54 years old. But these things he learned 

because he experienced them all.  But he said the world is changing so fast and so the way we are 

learning. 

 "I have sons attending 12th and 10th grade at Rokha High School. It is amazing how they talk 

about information technology, computers that connect one to the world outside and it is truly amazing." 

  Abdullah is a civil servant previously based in Kabul until he met his wife and decided to get 

married and settle down in his native town in Panjshir 

Province, two hours away drive from Afghanistan's 

capital city of Kabul.  Their marriage is blessed with 

seven children, eldest of whom is 26 and youngest an 

eight year old. 

 "I am a proud father who sends all my children to 

formal schooling because I believe it is only education which 

I can give them that will last a lifetime. Money they could 

spend right away. Land they could easily sell.  But 

education will be with them for the rest of their lives."   

 And because Abdullah values his children 

education, he always participates in Parents Teachers 

Association meeting at Rokha High School and even a 

member of their Advisory Committee.  But most important of all, like all the other literate parents, 

he is a proud registered user of Rokha High School Library. 

 "To keep up with the knowledge of my sons and daughters, I have to read a lot of new things about 

information technology, new researches and even computers. And then from my side I encourage them to 

diversify their interests like read literature books, history and religious books so that even though they try to 

modernize their thoughts to keep up with the fast changing world, they are still rooted to Afghan values." 

 Abdullah usually borrow three to four books in a month and admitted that his wife never 

read them but she would flip through the pages with pictures instead.  His sons and daughters are 

his main clientele as he always get special request from them from time to time. 

 "I always tell my children that to go ahead with the rest of the people in the society, they should 

strive harder than others.  And this is where the books will be useful to them.  As a rich resource of 

information, they will know things others do not know yet.  And it will not take a lot of their time.  At this age, 

it does not mean that when one is old he knows more. Books can make the young generation think like 

adults.  Books can make them better people than those before them and when I listen to my children's 

discussion at times, I know that sending them to school is worth all my hard work." 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"I love reading history books and I 

always try to imagine myself at a 

particular time in history. I go through 

descriptions in careful details and 

always tell myself to respect and give 

value to the time the writer spent in 

writing his book." - parent who is an 

ABLE user from Pansjhir Province, 

Afghanistan 
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CHAPTER IV: RELEVANCE OF ABLE TO TAF/USAID COOPERATIVE 

AGREEMENT 

 

This section is a brief discussion of ABLE’s relevance to the Strengthening Education Program of 

the Asia Foundation.  Under a Cooperative Agreement with USAID, one of the expected results 

of the program’s support to ACKU is to increase access to educational books by Afghan 

communities. 

ABLE provides easy-to-read books in Dari and Pashto, with no more than 100 pages, for new 

literates throughout the country. The ACKU outreach program aims to strengthen community 

libraries and increase access to quality education materials in areas where there is limited to no 

access.  Data from ABLE reports reflect that they already have already reached full coverage of 

the 34 provinces of Afghanistan. There is at least one public school or community library 

containing ABLE books in each of the provinces. It has distributed an estimate of about 123,000 

books all over the country. In doing so, ABLE contributes to the project objective of supporting 

the Ministry of Education’s goal of increasing literacy rates and stimulating demand for reading. 

ABLE has reached both the secure and non-secure provinces and remote communities through 

its partnership with non-government organizations. This makes ABLE consistent with the Asia 

Foundation’s objectives of supporting basic education activities that aims to increase the basic 

literacy skills of both children and adults in remote and rural communities of Afghanistan.  

The data presented in the previous chapters likewise provides strong evidence of the ABLE’s 

relevance to TAF’s education program. ABLE’s impact to students demonstrated increased 

appetite for reading among young readers. The assessment revealed that where there is no 

ABLE book  available, students are unlikely to be interested in reading. And when students read 

ABLE books, they gain new information that enables them to be active participants in class 

discussions. Access to ideas and analysis has created a population more capable of critical 

thought and broadened horizons. In addition, the improved flow of information in remote 

areas in local languages stimulated an appetite for reading and knowledge and desire for 

further education. 

 

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Library involvement in literacy projects has extensively been described in the literature. There is 

however lack of understanding on how to effectively assess the impact of libraries on literacy. 

This study was conducted mainly to assess the overall impact of ABLE on literacy. Despite its 

limitations in research methodology and even while there was no baseline or control group in 

which to compare the results, there is enough evidence from the survey and group discussions 

that ABLE contributed to improving access to education and literacy through easy-to-read 
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quality reading materials in Dari and Pashto. Without ABLE majority or the respondents said 

that they will not read.  

Students and teachers alike gained positive benefits from ABLE. Students observed 

improvement in their school performance because they were able to do their homework as well 

as actively participate in class discussions. Reading ABLE books provided students with new 

information that they also shared with their immediate family and friends. Teachers had up-to-

date information on various topics and they incorporated use of ABLE books in their lesson 

plans. 

The books distributed in ABLE offers an exposure to a variety of information materials in Dari 

and Pashto and contributed to increasing information literacy and developing individual 

capacity. Indirectly, ABLE’s impact extend beyond students and teachers and to families and 

communities.  It played an integral role in educating parents and community members.  

Through community-based libraries ABLE promoted social inclusion and provided learning 

opportunities for community members regardless of economic and social status since anyone 

from the community can borrow ABLE books. 

In the light of the findings of this assessment, the following recommendations are proposed to 

maximize the benefits that ABLE has already achieved: 

 Tap local sources for funds to sustain ABLE.  As funding from donor groups like USAID 

begins to dry up, ACKU can intensify its partnership with local NGO partners especially 

those who purchase ABLE books. 

 Establish more community libraries. 33 community libraries have been established so far. 

This represents only 15% of the 215 school-based libraries.  

 Intensify information campaign to increase community awareness of ABLE materials 

 Disseminate ABLE success stories to encourage more readers  

 Publish books that target early learners (children’s books) 

 Encourage school and community libraries to have “reading sessions” to increase culture 

of reading and use of ABLE books. Invite ABLE authors to read their books to young 

learners. 

 Conduct a reading interest assessment and align books distributed to students’ interest 

by grade level. 
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ANNEX 1: QUESTIONNAIRES  

ACKU BOX LIBRARY EXTENSION (ABLE) یو.کی.سی.کتابخانه توسعه وی ا    
IMPACT SURVEY FOR STUDENTS تاثیر گذرای از شاگردان سروی   

 

  

This questionnaire is part of an assessment of ABLE  project implemented in 31 out of 34 provinces in Afghanistan. It aims to 

determine the impact of the project for your study and research, professional growth, further education and personal life and 

well-being.  Your answers will be dealt with utmost confidentiality.  Thank you. 

والیت تطبیق  41والیت افغانستان در  44این پرسشنامه بخشی از یک ارزیابی پروژه ا.بی.ال.ای یا کتابخانه توسعه وی ایکیو است که از جمله 

زندگی شخصی تان میباشد.  ن تاثیرات پروژه برای مطالعات و تحقیقات شما، رشد مسلکی، تعلیمات بعدی ، وبرای بهبودمیگردد. هدف آن تعیین کرد

 جوابات شما به شکل راز نگه داشته خواهد شد. تشکر ازشما 
 

- How old are you? شما چند سال دارید   _________________________ 

- Are you:  شما هستید:آیا                                                           ⎕  Male مذکر/                        ⎕ Female /مونث   

- Highest educational attainment: باالترین سطح تحصیلی   ____________________ 

- Name of School/Library: نام مکتب/کتابخانه ____________________ 
 Location (District/Province): (والیت/ناحیه) موقعیت    __________________ 

 

QUESTIONS سواالت Please tick the box/es that best correspond/s to your 

answers لطفا خانه خالی که بیشترین مشابهت به جواب شما را دارد  

 انتخاب نمایید
1. Are you a  user of ABLE/non-ABLE books?    

یا  استفاده کننده از کتابهای کتابخانه توسعوی میباشید آیا شما 

؟کتابخانه غیر توسعوی/عمومی                                                  

⎕  Yes  /بلی                                 ⎕ No/نخیر 

2. Are you aware of ABLE library and its services?  

کتابخانه توسعوی یا ابل و خدمات آن آگاهی دارید؟ آیا در باره                   

⎕  Yes  بلی                                 ⎕ No نخیر 

3.  If yes, how did you learn about ABLE?    

                                                   اگر بله، چطور درباره کتابخانه توسعوی آگاهی حاصل کردید؟

⎕  From librarians  از کتابدار  ⎕ From other users  از دیگر استفاده

⎕ From ABLE information campaignگننده گان  ازکمپاین معلوماتی  

⎕ Others                     کتابخانه دیگران   
4.  Do you borrow ABLE/non-ABLE books for 

other members of your family?     

کتابخانه توسعوی   کتاب از آیا برای دیگر اعضای فامیل تان نیز
قرض میگیرید؟ یا کتابخانه عمومی       

⎕  Yes    بلی                                ⎕ No نخیر    

5.  In average, how often do you visit/borrow 

ABLE/non ABLE books from the library? 

یا عمومی یا غیر  ر چند وقت از کتابخانه توسعویبطور اوسط، ه
بازدید مینمایید یا کتاب  قرض میکنید؟ توسعوی  

⎕  Daily روزانه                            ⎕ Once a week هفته یکبار 

⎕  Every two weekهر دو هفته     ⎕ Once  a monthماه یکبار 

⎕  Several times a month چندین بار در هفته         ⎕ Others دیگران 

6.  What subject of ABLE/ non ABLE books do you 

usually read/borrow? 

و غیر  معموال چه نوع کتابهایی درسی  را از کتابخانه توسعوی 
مطالعه یا قرض میگیرید؟توسعوی/عمومی   

⎕  Math-related کتابهای ریاضیات ⎕ Science-related مربوط ساینس    

⎕  History-related  مربوط تاریخ ⎕ Communications-related مربوط

⎕ Others     مربوط به ادبیات ⎕  Literature-relatedبه ارتباطات دیگر    

7. In average, how long do you read ABLE/non 

ABLE books in the library? 

کتاب یا عمومی بطور اوسط، چه مدت در کتابخانه توسعوی 
یکنید؟مطالعه م  

⎕  Less than 30 minutes  دقیقه 43کمتر از           ⎕ From 30 minutes 

to one hour دقیقه تا یکساعت  43از   

⎕  One hour and more یکساعت و بیشتر            ⎕  Others دیگر                    
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8. What are your reasons when you borrow or 

use  ABLE books?  (Check more than one box, if 

applicable) 

دالیل شما زمانی که کتاب را از کتابخانه توسعوی برای مطالعه 
قرض میگیرید چیست؟ ) اگر امکان دارد بیشتر از یک جواب را 

 انتخاب کنید(

⎕  Help me in my home work درکار خانگی ام کمک میکند   

  ⎕ Read for fun   جهت سرگرمی

⎕  Use it for research/study                  استفاده برای تحقیق و مطالعه  

⎕ Diversify my interest in life عالقه مندی به زندگی تنوع   

⎕  Pass the time   ت    سپری کردن وق       
 ⎕ Get more information from librarians بیشتر معلومات را از کتابخانه

گردی ⎕  Othersبدست میاورم        

9. Have you benefited from visiting the library or 

using ABLE/non-ABLE services? 

استفاده خدمات آن بهره  عمومی آیا  بازدید  کتابخانه توسعوی و
 مند شده اید؟

⎕  Yes      بلی                               ⎕ No نخیر    

10.  If yes, how?  (Check more than one box, if 

applicable) 

اگر بله، چگونه؟ )اگر امکان دارد بیشتر از یک خانه را ان 
( بتخاب کنید  

⎕  Improved my reading ability توانایی خواندن من بهبود یافته         
⎕ Helped me in home work⎕به کارخانگی من کمک کرده 

⎕  Kept me up-to-date    ومات        ودن از آخرین معلمطلع ب                  
⎕ Provided me leisure/recreation برای من فراغت و سرگرمی فراهم کرده   

⎕  Diversified my interest in life عالقمندی مرا به زندگی دگرگون نموده     

⎕ Saved me time را ذخیره کرده وقت   

⎕ It helped me understand more about life and people around 

me which made me a better student/son/daughter 

مرا کمک نموده تا بیشتردرباره زندگی و مردم اطرافم بدانم و مرا یک شاگرد, یک  

 پسر/دختر خوب ساخته 
Others دیگر⎕  

11. To what extent has it improved your 

skills/competencies in reading? 

لیاقت خواندن شما را بهبود بخشیده است؟تا چه حد مهارت ها و   

⎕  To a great extent   تا حد عالی  ⎕ Less extent کمتر از حد عالی 

⎕  No improvement   هیج نوع پیشرفتی             ⎕ I do not 

know/Not sure        دانم/مطمئن نیستم نمی  

12.  What practices in your life have changed 

when you started reading ABLE books 

از زمانی که به مطالعه کردن کتابهای کتابخانه توسعه وی آغاز 
نمودید اید کدام شیوه یا عادت تان در زندگی شما تغییر کرده 

 است؟

⎕  Dealing with people رفتار با مردم  ⎕ Values in lifeارزشها در زندگی 

⎕  Personal care مراقبت شخصی   ⎕Home care خانه داری 

⎕  Health practices روش های صحی     ⎕ Academic practices روش  

 های تحصیلی 

13. Did you share information/knowledge/skills 

that you gained for reading ABLE books? 

آیا معلومات/دانش/مهارت هایی که از مطالعه کتابهای کتابخانه 
با دیگران شریک ساخته اید؟ توسعه وی اندوخته اید,   

⎕  Yes  بلی                                    ⎕ No نخیر 

⎕ I do not know/not sure نمیدانم/مطمین نیستم     

14.  If yes, to whom? اگر بله، با چه کسانی؟   ⎕  My family فامیل من ⎕ My friends/classmates دوستان و صنفی هایم    

⎕  Other community members where I live  با اعضای دیگر قریه

 جاییکه من زندگی میکنم  
⎕  Others 

15.  If you shared, what did you share? 
 اگر شریک ساخته اید، چه چیزی را شریک ساخته اید؟

Please explain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16. If no, why? اگرنه، چرا؟   ⎕  I do not have time وقت ندارم   ⎕ They are not interested 
 ⎕ It is not my duty but the librariansآنها عالقمند نیستند  
 وظیفه کتابدار است نه من 
 ⎕ Others دیگران      

17. Since you have been using ABLE materials, did 

you notice change (improvement) in your school 

performance 

این کتابخانه را استفاده میکنید,  آیا کدام از زمانیکه کتابهای 
مشاهده کرده اید؟ در اجرای ا( را یتغیری )پیشرفت  

⎕  Yes     بلی                               ⎕ No نخیر    

⎕ I do not know/not sure نمیدانم/مطمین نیستم     
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18. If yes, how can you say so?  

ازید؟اگر بله، چطور میتوانید ثابت بس  

⎕ Higher grades درجه باالتر ⎕ More active in my class   فعالیت  

 ⎕فصاحت گفتاری بیشتر    ⎕More communicativeبیشتر داخل صنف

More behaved and disciplined بانظم تر و مؤدب تر   
19. Compared to before when there are NO 

ABLE books, how often do you read? 

، هر نبودکه کتابخانه توسعوی موجود  ایسه با گذشتهدر مق
؟کتاب مطالعه مینمودید چند وقت  

⎕  More often     اکثر اوقات     ⎕ Less often Less often کمتر اوقات   

⎕ Never     هرگز                          ⎕ Others   دیگر

20.  If there are no ABLE books, are you still going 

to read? 

اگر کتابهای کتابخانه توسعوی موجود نباشد، باز هم با 
 مطالعه کردن ادامه میدهید؟

⎕  Yes   بلی                                  ⎕ No نخیر 

⎕ I do not know/not sure نمیدانم/مطمین نیستم 

21.  If yes, state the name and location of the 

library you used more often before ABLE project? 

تابخانه اگربله، نام و موقعیت کتابخانه ای که قبل از پروژه ک
بیان کنید؟ توسعوی بیشتر اوقات استفاده مینمودید,  

Please  identify: کنید لطفا مشخص   

22.  If yes, how often did you used/visited the 

mentioned library? 
و   از کتابخانه مذکور بازدید مینمودیدچند وقت  اگر بله، هر

؟از کتاب هایش استفاد میکردید  

⎕ More often   اکثر اوقات                  ⎕ Less often کمتر اوقات    

⎕ Not sure     میطمیین نیستم                        ⎕ Others نخیر 

23.  Could you get the same information/services 

being offered by ABLE elsewhere? 

(Check more than one box, if applicable) 

آیا شما میتوانید معلومات/خدمات مشابه که توسط کتابخانه 
توسعوی عرضه شده در جای دیگر به دست آورید؟ )اگر 

 امکان دارد بیشتر از یک جواب را انتخاب نمایید(

⎕  Yes بلی                                  ⎕ No نخیر    

⎕  I do not know/not sure    نمیدانم/مطمین نیستم   ⎕ Yes, but not 

everything  بلی نه همه چیز⎕ Maybe  ممکن است ⎕ Yes, but will take 

more time, effort and money بلی, اما وقت زیادی راخواهد گرفت, کوشش و

 پول 

24. If you couldn't benefit from library's services, 

how much do you think you would have to pay-

monthly-to obtain the same information/services 

elsewhere? 

اگر شما نتوانستید از خدمات کتابخانه بهره مند شوید، چه 
فکر میکنید که ماهانه باید چه مقدار پرداخت نمایید تا 

گر فراهم نمایید؟معلومات/خدمات مشابه را در جای دی  

⎕ 100 to 200 Afg                     ⎕ 201 to 400 Afg 

⎕401 to 600Afg                       ⎕ More than 600 Afg  033بیشتر از 

 افغانی

25.  Have you got any story you'd like to tell about 

your experience with the library? What is the 

most memorable experience or story you can 

remember when you used ABLE books? 

آیا کدام قصه ای از تجربیات تان از کتابخانه به دست آورده 
اید؟ جالبترین قصه یا تجربیات شما از استفاده کتابهای 

 کتابخانه توسعوی که میتوانید به یاد بیاورید چیست؟

Please explain: دلطفا توضیح دهی   

26.  Do you have suggestion on how to make its 

ABLE services better? 

آیا کدام پیشنهادی برای چگونه بهتر شدن خدمات کتابخانه 
 توسعوی دارید؟

Please explain: لطفا توضیح دهید    
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ACKU BOX LIBRARY EXTENSION (ABLE) یو.کی.سی.کتابخانه توسعه وی ا    
IMPACT SURVEY FOR Teachers سروی تاثیر گذرای از معلمین    

 

  

This questionnaire is part of an assessment of ABLE  project implemented in 31 out of 34 provinces in Afghanistan. It aims to 

determine the impact of the project for your study and research, professional growth, further education and personal life and 

well-being.  Your answers will be dealt with utmost confidentiality.  Thank you. 

 
والیت تطبیق  41والیت افغانستان در  44این پرسشنامه بخشی از یک ارزیابی پروژه ا.بی.ال.ای یا کتابخانه توسعه وی ایکیو است که از جمله 

زندگی شخصی تان میباشد.  دد. هدف آن تعیین کردن تاثیرات پروژه برای مطالعات و تحقیقات شما، رشد مسلکی، تعلیمات بعدی ، وبرای بهبودمیگر

 جوابات شما به شکل راز نگه داشته خواهد شد. تشکر ازشما 
 

- How old are you? شما چند سال دارید   _________________________ 

- Are you: شما هستید:ا آی                                                           ⎕  Male /ذکور                        ⎕ Female اناث/   

- Highest educational attainment: باالترین سطح تحصیلی   ____________________ 

- Name of School/Library: نام مکتب/کتابخانه ____________________ 
 Location (District/Province): (والیت/ناحیه) موقعیت    __________________ 

 

QUESTIONS سواالت Please tick the box/es that best correspond/s to your 

answers لطفا خانه خالی که بیشترین مشابهت به جواب شما را دارد  

 انتخاب نمایید
1. Are you a user of ABLE books?    

استفاده کننده از کتابهای کتابخانه توسعوی میباشید؟ آیا شما                                                   

⎕  Yes  /بلی                                 ⎕ No/نخیر 

2. Are you aware of ABLE library and its services?  

ابل و خدمات آن آگاهی دارید؟آیا در باره کتابخانه توسعوی یا                    

⎕  Yes  بلی                                 ⎕ No نخیر 

3.  If yes, how did you learn about ABLE?    
                                                   اگر بله، چطور درباره کتابخانه توسعوی آگاهی حاصل کردید؟

⎕  From librarians  از کتابدار  ⎕ From other users  از دیگر استفاده

⎕ From ABLE information campaignگننده گان  ازکمپاین معلوماتی  

⎕ Others                     کتابخانه دیگران   
4.  Do you borrow ABLE books for other 

members of your family?     

امیل تان نیز کتاب قرض میگیرید؟آیا برای دیگر اعضای ف      

⎕  Yes    بلی                                ⎕ No نخیر    

5.  In average, how often do you visit/borrow 

ABLE books from the library? 

بطور اوسط، هر چند وقت از کتابخانه توسعوی بازدید مینمایید یا 
 کتاب  قرض میکنید؟

⎕  Daily زانه رو                           ⎕ Once a week هفته یکبار 

⎕  Every two weekهر دو هفته     ⎕ Once  a monthماه یکبار 

⎕  Several times a month چندین بار در هفته         ⎕ Others دیگران 

6.  What subject of ABLE books do you usually 

read/borrow? 

بهایی درسی  را از کتابخانه توسعوی مطالعه معموال چه نوع کتا
 یا قرض میگیرید؟

⎕  Math-related کتابهای ریاضیات ⎕ Science-related مربوط ساینس    

⎕  History-related  مربوط تاریخ ⎕ Communications-related مربوط

⎕ Others     مربوط به ادبیات ⎕  Literature-relatedبه ارتباطات دیگر    

7. In average, how long do you read ABLE books 

in the library? 
بطور اوسط، چه مدت در کتابخانه توسعوی کتاب مطالعه 

 میکنید؟

⎕  Less than 30 minutes  دقیقه 43کمتر از           ⎕ From 30 minutes 

to one hour دقیقه تا یکساعت  43از   

⎕  One hour and more یکساعت و بیشتر            ⎕  Others دیگر                    

8. What are your reasons when you borrow or 

use  ABLE books?  (Check more than one box, if 

applicable) 

دالیل شما زمانی که کتاب را از کتابخانه توسعوی برای مطالعه 
قرض میگیرید چیست؟ ) اگر امکان دارد بیشتر از یک جواب را 

نتخاب کنید(ا  

⎕  Help me in planning my lesson ام کمک میکندساختن پالن درسی در  
⎕  Use it for research/study   تدریس  ⎕ Diversify my استفاده برای 

interest in life عالقه مندی به زندگی تنوع   

⎕ Get more information from librarians  بیشتر معلومات را از کتابدارها

میاورم بدست ⎕  Others دیگر       

 

9. Have you benefited from visiting the library or 

using ABLE services? 

آیا  بازدید  کتابخانه توسعوی و استفاده خدمات آن بهره مند شده 
 اید؟

⎕  Yes      بلی                               ⎕ No نخیر    
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10.  If yes, how?  (Check more than one box, if 

applicable) 

اگر بله، چگونه؟ )اگر امکان دارد بیشتر از یک خانه را ان 
 بتخاب کنید(

⎕  Improved my reading ability توانایی خواندن من بهبود یافته         
⎕ Helped me in teaching ⎕ کمک کرده تدریس ام به   

⎕  Kept me up-to-date    علومات        ودن از آخرین ممطلع ب                  
⎕ Provided me leisure/recreation برای من فراغت و سرگرمی فراهم کرده   

⎕  Diversified my interest in life به زندگی دگرگون نموده    تنوع            

⎕ Saved me time را ذخیره کردهم وقت   

⎕ It helped me understand more about life and people 

specifically my students me which made me a better 

teacher/person 

بخصوص شاگردانم که مرا یک معلم بیشتردرباره زندگی و مردم  مرا کمک نموده تا 

 و شخص خوب ساخته اند. 
Others دیگر⎕  

11. To what extent has it improved your teaching 

methods? 

شما را بهبود بخشیده است؟ یستا چه حد شیوه تدر  

⎕  To a great extent   تا حد عالی  ⎕ Less extent   کمتر از حد عالی

⎕  No improvement   هیج نوع پیشرفتی             ⎕ I do not 

know/Not sure        دانم/مطمئن نیستم نمی  

12.  What practices in your life have changed 

when you started reading ABLE books?  

از زمانی که به مطالعه کردن کتابهای کتابخانه توسعه وی آغاز 
نمودید اید کدام شیوه یا عادت تان در زندگی شما تغییر کرده 

 است؟

⎕  Dealing with people رفتار با مردم ⎕ Values in life ارزشها در زندگی 

⎕  Personal care  مراقبت شخصی ⎕Home care نه داری خا   

⎕  Health practices روش های صحی  ⎕ Teaching practices روش   

 های تدریس
  

13. Did you share information/knowledge/skills 

that you gained for reading ABLE books? 

آیا معلومات/دانش/مهارت هایی که از مطالعه کتابهای کتابخانه 
ان شریک ساخته اید؟توسعه وی اندوخته اید,  با دیگر  

⎕  Yes  بلی                                    ⎕ No نخیر 

⎕ I do not know/not sure نمیدانم/مطمین نیستم     

14.  If yes, to whom? اگر بله، با چه کسانی؟   ⎕  My family فامیل من ⎕Co-teachers/colleagues  معلمین دیگر و

 دوستان
⎕  Other community members where I live با اعضای دیگر قریه  

⎕  Others جاییکه من زندگی میکنم دیگر    

15.  If you shared, what did you share? 
 اگر شریک ساخته اید، چه چیزی را شریک ساخته اید؟

Please explain 

16. If no, why? اگرنه، چرا؟   ⎕  I do not have time وقت ندارم   ⎕ They are not interested 
 ⎕ It is not my duty but the librariansآنها عالقمند نیستند  
 وظیفه کتابدار است نه من 
 ⎕ Others دیگران      

17. Since you have been using ABLE materials, did 

you notice change (improvement) in students 

performance after you used ABLE books in your 

teaching? 

از زمانیکه کتابهای این کتابخانه را استفاده میکنید,  آیا کدام 
تغیری )پیشرفت( را در عملکرد شاگردان  در تدریس خود بعد 

 از استفاده کتابهای این کتابخانه مشاهده کرده اید؟

⎕  Yes     بلی                               ⎕ No نخیر    

⎕ I do not know/not sure نمیدانم/مطمین نیستم     

18. If yes, how can you say so?  

 اگر بله، چطور میتوانید ثابت بسازید؟
⎕ Higher grades درجه باالتر ⎕ More active in my class   فعالیت  

 ⎕فصاحت گفتاری بیشتر    ⎕More communicativeبیشتر داخل صنف

More behaved and disciplined ب تربانظم تر و مؤد   
 

19. Compared to before when there are NO 

ABLE books, how often do you read? 

، هر نبودکه کتابخانه توسعوی موجود  در مقایسه با گذشته
؟کتاب مطالعه مینمودید چند وقت  

⎕  More often     اکثر اوقات     ⎕ Less often Less often کمتر اوقات   

⎕ Never     هرگز                          ⎕ Others   دیگر

20.  If there are no ABLE books, are you still going 

to read? 

اگر کتابهای کتابخانه توسعوی موجود نباشد، باز هم با 
 مطالعه کردن ادامه میدهید؟

⎕  Yes   بلی                                  ⎕ No نخیر 

⎕ I do not know/not sure میدانم/مطمین نیستمن  

ACKU



 

 

 

 

 
37 

21.  If yes, state the name and location of the 

library you used more often before ABLE project? 

تابخانه اگربله، نام و موقعیت کتابخانه ای که قبل از پروژه ک
بیان کنید؟ توسعوی بیشتر اوقات استفاده مینمودید,  

Please  identify: کنید لطفا مشخص   

22.  If yes, how often did you used/visited the 

mentioned library? 
و   از کتابخانه مذکور بازدید مینمودیدچند وقت  اگر بله، هر

؟از کتاب هایش استفاد میکردید  

⎕ More often   اکثر اوقات                  ⎕ Less often کمتر اوقات    

⎕ Not sure     میطمیین نیستم                        ⎕ Others نخیر 

23.  Could you get the same information/services 

being offered by ABLE elsewhere? 

(Check more than one box, if applicable) 

آیا شما میتوانید معلومات/خدمات مشابه که توسط کتابخانه 
 توسعوی عرضه شده در جای دیگر به دست آورید؟ )اگر

 امکان دارد بیشتر از یک جواب را انتخاب نمایید(

⎕  Yes بلی                                  ⎕ No نخیر    

⎕  I do not know/not sure    نمیدانم/مطمین نیستم   ⎕ Yes, but not 

everything  بلی نه همه چیز⎕ Maybe  ممکن است ⎕ Yes, but will take 

more time, effort and money بلی, اما وقت زیادی راخواهد گرفت, کوشش و

 پول 

24. If you couldn't benefit from library's services, 

how much do you think you would have to pay-

monthly-to obtain the same information/services 

elsewhere? 

چه  اگر شما نتوانستید از خدمات کتابخانه بهره مند شوید،
فکر میکنید که ماهانه باید چه مقدار پرداخت نمایید تا 
 معلومات/خدمات مشابه را در جای دیگر فراهم نمایید؟

⎕ 100 to 200 Afg                     ⎕ 201 to 400 Afg 

⎕401 to 600Afg                       ⎕ More than 600 Afg  033بیشتر از 

 افغانی

25.  Have you got any story you'd like to tell about 

your experience with the library? What is the 

most memorable experience or story you can 

remember when you used ABLE books? 

آیا کدام قصه ای از تجربیات تان از کتابخانه به دست آورده 
کتابهای  اید؟ جالبترین قصه یا تجربیات شما از استفاده

 کتابخانه توسعوی که میتوانید به یاد بیاورید چیست؟

Please explain: لطفا توضیح دهید   

26.  Do you have suggestion on how to make its 

ABLE services better? 

آیا کدام پیشنهادی برای چگونه بهتر شدن خدمات کتابخانه 
 توسعوی دارید؟

Please explain: ید لطفا توضیح ده   
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ABLE IMPACT ASSESSMENT FGD QUESTIONS 

 

FGD FOR SCHOOL PRINCIPALS/ HEAD MASTERS AND LIBRARIANS: 

 

1. How many items in your ABLE book collection are widely used? 

2. Can you identify those items? 

3. In what ways do you think ABLE is offering new ideas and new reading materials to its users? 

4. In what ways do you think ABLE is supporting students’ needs?  

5. In ways does the ABLE collection support the school’s teaching needs? 

6. How frequent students come to borrow books BEFORE there were NO ABLE Books? 

7. How frequent students come to borrow books AFTER there were ABLE Books? 

8. For which purposes are the ABLE collections are being used? 

9. What are the community people saying about ABLE? 

10. What is the impact of ABLE books to community people? Give concrete examples 

11. What is the impact of ABLE to school? Give concrete examples 

12. Are there any school-related activities which encourage use of ABLE books? (particularly for head masters and 

principals)  

13. In what ways do you think ABLE is helping Afghans in improving their reading habits? 

14. In what ways do you think use of ABLE can improve the quality of life of its users? 

15. Has there been an increase in request for ABLE books? 

16. Is the Department of Education aware of ABLE and have they endorsed it? 

17. Do you know of any other possible supporters/funders for ABLE? 

18. Are you aware of other similar libraries like ABLE? 

19. If yes, can we have name and contact details? 

20. Do you have any suggestions to improve ABLE services and books? 

 

 

FGD FOR PARENTS: 

1.  Before ABLE came to your community, where do you or your children get books to read? 

2.  Are there any project/s in your community encouraging reading before ABLE? 

3.  Do you think your children became more interested in reading books when ABLE arrived? 

4.  How can you say so? 

5.  What is/are the changes you saw to your children when they started using ABLE? 

6.  How can you say so? 

7. Are your children still using ABLE? 

8.  If not, why? 

In what ways do you think is ABLE helping the community? 

12. Would you like ABLE to continue in your community? 

13. If yes, what are your recommendations so it can improve? 

14. Have you read any ABLE books? 

15.  If yes, how did you acquire of the books? 

16.  Are you reading the books being read by your children? 

17.  If yes, what impact happened in your life by reading and accessing ABLE books? 

18. If you are not reading, why? 

19.  If you want to read more books what are the subjects that you want to read? 

20.  What are the topics you are most interested to read?  (Suggested topics of books) 
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